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Gender Roles in Myanmar’s Elementary School
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Walailak University, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80161, Thailand
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Abstract

This research project investigates the roles of men and women that
have been demonstrated in the textbooks of primary schools by the Ministry
of Education of Myanmar. It finds that patriarchy is more emphasized. Men are
believed as the charismatic leaders and educated, while women are viewed
as inferiors. Having scrutinized the contents of those textbooks in detail, it also
finds that careers are categorized according to their sexuality. In addition, the
contents of those textbooks illustrate the differences of gender. The male
roles are represented more than female. First, in terms of family, textbooks
represent the figure of “father” as the family’s leader. He is also symbolized
as a god in his house. In contrast, a “mother” is compared to a domestic
worker who supports all family members. Second, for careers, the admirable
and stable occupations are soldiers, doctors, and teachers, which most of
those pictures are represented by men. For women, their recommended
careers are teachers and nurses, which educate women to serve and take care
of others. However, the pictures of housekeeper and family’s supporter of
women have not been potentially represented. Third, in social aspect,

Burmese men are expected to participate in every social activity. Boys have to
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play a vital role in their schools and their roles are of course extended when
they are growing up. Meanwhile Burmese women are expected to gain social
respect through their beauty. However, their opportunity in learning is less

than men because their lives are limited within some spheres.

Keywords: Gender, Myanmar, Education
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