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Abstract

The sites of memory of Aung San have been constructed, reproduced,
and transmitted in Myanmar since the death of Aung San. In consequence,
Aung San becomes a collective memory in Myanmar as a national hero. The
economic crisis in Myanmar facilitated the migration of Myanmar workers to
Ranong province, the hub of migrant workers in Southern Thailand, where the
martial law has been announced and the sites of memory of Aung San are
prohibited on the ground that they have been viewed as a tool for political
movement. However, those sites of memory can be witnessed in Ranong in
both daily activities and occasional events of Myanmar workers.

The sites of memory of Aung San appear in the forms of material
objects, symbols, and actions in terms of reproduction, transmission, and
circulation, in Ranong province. The Myanmar workers’ collective memory of
Aung San can be seen as the national hero, which is the central theme for
meaning-giving. However, political factors in the context of national election,
the traditional belief in a spirit worshiped, Nat, and transnational social
framework that associated with the Thai king cause the different memories

toward Aung San. For example, some Dawei workers perceive Aung San as
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a rebel who brought the Japanese soldiers to Myanmar that ultimately caused
the tragedy. In addition, Aung San once did not allow BaHtoo, a local hero of
Dwail to back his homeland. This becomes the negative memory of Dwail
workers whose local hero, BaHtoo, is encountered by the national hero,
Aung San.

Keywords: Aung San, Collective Memory, Burmese Migrant Workers
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