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Abstract

The Siam Peninsula or the Siam-Malay Peninsula was originally an
administrative area of four major ancient cities or kingdoms, namely Tambalinga,
Lanka Suka, Srivijaya, and Si Thammarat Nakhon or Si Thammarat Maha
Nakhon. Si Thammarat Nakhon was also called the 12-Zodic City as it was
composed of 12 cities, namely Kelantan, Pahang, Sai Buri, Kedah,

Pattani, Phatthalung, Trang, Banteay Samo (Banteay Sema), Sa Ulao,
Takua Thalang, Chumphon, and Kra Buri. The administrative center of these
12 cities is currently in Nakhon Si Thammarat province. Their spiritual center
was Phra Borom That Nakhon Si Thammarat; they rotated it to look after
Phra Borom That Nakhon Si Thammarat and its vicinity each year. Gold and
silver flowers were sent to constantly worship it. The power of Buddhism led
to a firm connection among areas in ancient Southern Siam, and this served
as a foundation for religious, educational, political, economic, artistic and
cultural prosperity.

In Southern Siam, Tambalinga was the first name that appeared in
archaeological evidence, including historical objects, historical sites, stone
inscriptions, and Thai and foreign historical documents. This great kingdom
existed before 500 BE (43 BC). Its name appeared in Tamlingkam in the

Maha Nithet Scripture. It also appeared in the Tan Shaw Stone Inscriptions
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in South India. In addition, it was found in historical Chinese documents
called the Tang-ma-ling or Tan-mei liu. There is evidence showing that over
300 years later, Lanka Suka was present in the territories which currently are
Sai Buri and Kedah. Buddhist rulers converted to Muslim, the evidence of
which is the Yarang Historical Site and Bu Jang Historical Site or Bujang
Valley (in Kedah, Malaysia).

Both kingdoms’ administrative power came to the end after the
arrival of the power of the Srivichai Kingdom just after 1300 BE (757 AD).
Srivijaya s power covered the Siam

Peninsula, which is now in Phetchaburi province downwards through
the Siam Peninsula, Malay Peninsula, Java Island, partly islands in the Philippines,
and Cambodia. According to a Cambodian chronicle, King Suryavarman
| was the son of Si Thammarat, and his mother came from the Srivijaya
lineage. The glory of Srivijaya spread across territories, which are now in
different countries.

With religious, educational, political, economic, artistic and cultural
prosperity, the Srivijaya Kingdom had everything it needed and wealth.
Accordingly, it diminished India’s trade and economic power. In 150 BE (393
BC), the troops of the Cholas Dynasty from South India burned down and
sacked the Srivijaya Kingdom, which led to its fall. The following ruler was
Sithammasokarat. As stated in some stone inscriptions, Sithammasokarat
was the ruler of Tambalinga. Therefore, it could be inferred that the old
Tambalinga lineage came into power again. However, according to historical
documents, the kingdom was called Si Thammarat Nakhon, Si Thammarat
Maha Nakhon, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Krung Si Thammasok, Si Thammarat
(King Ramkhamhaeng’s Stone Inscription), Siri Thammanakhon (Yonok Chronicle)
, Si Thammarat Maharat or even Tambalinga for the second time. Its prosperity
lasted until 1900 BE (1357 AD) when it was merged with the territory of
Phraya Uthong, who ruled above current day Phetchaburi province.
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The prosperity before 500 BE (43 BC) to 1900 BE (1357 AD), which
lasted 1,400 years between the four kingdoms in Southern Siam, has brought
about different aspects of prosperity. This has served as the foundation of
strength for Southern Siam/Thailand and the civilization that has been inherited

from generation to generation.

Keywords : Civlization Tambralinga Langasuga Sivichai Si thammarat
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