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Sacred Temple Boy: Aikai Wat Jedi

Anutsara Ruangmark
School of Liberal Arts, Walailak University,
Nakhon Si Thammarat 80160, Thailand

E-mail: anutsara.r@wu.ac.th

Abstract

The objective of this study is to study the belief of Aikai Wat Jedi, a
temple boy of Jedi temple in Sichon District of Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province. The author aimed to study the history and the myth of Aikai Wat
Jedi, to analyze the beliefs of the pledge, the offering repays and the results
of the pledge toward to Aikai Wat Jedi of Chalong Sub-district, Sichon District,
Nakhon Si Thammarat Province. This study is the qualitative and quantitative
research. The academic papers and field work data were collected. The field
work data obtained through the interviews of the local scholars and the
people living around the temple.

The results of the study found that the history and the myth of Aikai
Wat Jedi were mentioned in various ways such as in the newspapers,
televisions, songs, and the hearsays. Many myths had the similar plot and
different in the specific details. Furthermore, this study also found the belief
of the Aikai’s cult image. People believed that the sacred spirit of Aikai could
protect and give luck to the people. The various kinds of cult image of Aikai
were created to worship.

For the pledge and the offering repays toward Aikai Wat Jedi, the
author divided the contents into 2 topics: 1) the pledge toward Aikai Wat Jedi
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(the data collected from the interviews in the topic of the Acknowledgment of
the Pledge toward Aikai Wat Jedi) came from the hearsays of the people living
around the temple and from the social and electronic medias. The frequency
to make the pledge of the people were 1 - 5 times 2) the offering repays
toward Aikai Wat Jedi were made after they get the fulfillment from their
aspiration of the successfulness in their work and study, of being safe from the
journey or other, of the fortune, of the lucky in love and of getting back lost
things. The period or timing for offering repays was up to the favor of those
who made the pledge and up to the auspicious time. The rituals of offering
repays to Aikai Wat Jedi were divided into 2 methods which were the worship
and the votive offering. There were 7 kinds of the votive offering of the pledge
were found which are the sculpture of chicken and other big animals, kids’
military uniform, slingshots, toys, firecracker, boiled eggs, strawberry syrup

soda and the performances.

Keywords: Sacred temple boy, Aikai, Wat jedi
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