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Norah: Change, Adaptation and Creative Power for

Sustainability of the Southern Lyrical Dance Identity
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Abstract

The southern region of Thailand has various types of folk plays and local
performances as a form of entertainment or ritual, such as ‘Pleng Bok,” ‘Likay
Pa,” ‘Nang Talung,” and especially ‘Norah,” which is widely accepted as old
vernacular tradition concurrently developed with southerners’ society.
In terms of the history and evolution of Norah in the south, academics and local
scholars affirm that the origin and development of Norah lies in the area of
Songkhla lake basin, which is the whole area of Phatthalung province nowadays,
some parts of Nakhon Si Thammarat province, and the area in
contact between the lake and Songkhla province. Many historical records on

’

Norah are by word of mouth, ‘Bot Kad Kru,” ‘Bot Rieng Glon,” and some
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documents which show the link between Norah and Hindu culture of India
because Norah was a dance to warship gods in Brahmanism. When Brahmins
arrived in the south, they brought along this performance. It is believed that
‘Lakhon Norahchatree’ had its root in ‘Lakhon Ramkatakalee’ of south India
through the journey to the southern peninsular of Thailand around the 13" to
16" BCE during the rise of Srivijaya Kingdom. Norah, then, gradually evolved from
ritual art to entertaining art and became dramatic works of royal courts and rulers
in the south with its own identity. The Norah performance consists of a dance
routine, melodious chant, and acting following the storyline. The performers are
required to practice the prototypical routine, lyrical routine, and special routine.
Norah is accordingly the lyrical dance identity of the south with both dance
routines and lyric parts. However, the performance has to change and adapt
through time depending on a number of factors, such as the natural transition of
local culture, advancement of technology, external cultural impact, progress of
education, convenience in communication, support from academics and
educational institutions, and socio-cultural change. Norah, therefore, has
adjusted both the form and content to serve the need and social value of
different time periods so as to survive to the present. It can also be said that the
existence of Norah is asserted because of its creativity as well. Since Norah is
a vernacular means and “arts and recreation institute,” which takes part in the
soundness of society in general, it plays a role in entertaining, undergoing the
rituals, fostering unity and solidarity in society, transferring folk culture as well as
developing identity, ability, local wisdom, and other duties which can be seen
from folkways of entertainment, belief, economy, politics, way of life, attitude,

emotion, reasoning and feelings of people in the community.

Keywords: Change, Adaptation, Creative Power, Southern lyrical dance identity
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