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Abstract

The purpose of this study is: 1) to provide a clear description of the nine-tailed
dog and nine-tailed fox according to literary folklore, 2) to provide a comparative analysis
of the primary characteristics of the nine-tailed dog and the nine-tailed fox in order to unveil
the disparity between both, then provide a rational account of their acceptance according
to human perception; where the scope of the research focuses on the nine-tailed dog in
the Tai-Kadai and the nine-tailed fox in China. The research methodology implemented
in this study includes a combination of qualitative research and documentary research
which is divided into: 1) to explore and make a comparative analysis of the major
characteristics of the nine-tailed dog and the nine-tailed fox in the selected literary works.
2) to provide a comparative analysis of the nine-tailed dog and the nine-tailed fox and
the reasons for their acceptance according to different human perspectives, followed by
an in-depth interview, then a conclusion.

The research result found that:

1. The nine-tailed dog as portrayed in literary work share a total of six primary
characteristics: Domestication and taking the role of a pet, non-violent, not a threat to
human beings, assisting human beings, honesty and loyalty, and possession of supernatural
powers, where in terms of disparity, it was found that there were no other diverse
characteristics. It was also discovered that the nine-tailed fox shared one common
characteristic which was supernatural powers, where in terms of disparity a total of 16

characteristics were found.
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2. The nine-tailed dog has been perceptually accepted by human beings due
to their primary characteristics being of a friendly nature towards human beings and
providing assistance, which has resulted in acceptance of appearance, reverence, and
respect towards the nine-tailed dog. On the other hand, the nine-tailed fox was initially
portrayed as a wild and fierce animal which ultimately influenced literary work like “The
Classic of Mountains and Seas” which depicts the nine-tailed fox as wild and threatening
towards humans. As for other works of literature such as “The Annals of Wu & Yue States
of the late Spring & Autumn” and “Eternal Love”, it was found that the nine-tailed fox

in these works of literature were no threat to human beings and ultimately both works

of literature influence the acceptance in human perception of the nine-tailed fox.

Keywords: Nine-tailed dog; Nine-tailed fox; Comparative study
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