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Abstract

This research had the following three objectives: 1) to study the history of e-sports
in Khon Kaen Province; 2) to examine how clear government policy is to promote e-sports;
and 3) to analyze obstacles to promoting e-sports by the private sector in Khon Kaen
Province. This was a qualitative research study which compiled data from existing
documents and from in-depth interviews with 28 key informants. The key informants
include the managers of relevant government agencies, managers in the private sector,
and stakeholders in e-sports in Khon Kaen Province.

This research had the following findings:

1. E-sports in Khon Kaen Province: After e-sports were declared a legitimate sport
in 2017, the private sector began conducting advocacy for e-sports in a serious way.
This led to a movement to make Khon Kaen at “Sports City.” This was followed by the
establishment of the “Focus Arena Stadium Esports” which is an e-sports arena in Khon
Kaen City. However, all this momentum to promote e-sports had to slow down with the
advent of the Covid-19 epidemic in Thailand, and that slow-down continues to the
present (late 2021).

2. As of this study, there is not yet a clear government policy in Khon Kaen
Province to promote e-sports. The key personnel in the government lack enthusiasm for
e-sports and lack knowledge and understanding of e-sports.

3. For its part, the private sector is unsure what the Khon Kaen government
policy is toward e-sports. There is uncertainty about how much to invest in this sector
without clear government policy and promotion. There is also a need for more knowledge

creation about e-sports generally.

Keywords: electronic sports; e-sports; Khon Kaen province
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