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Abstract

This research aims to apply the concept of political development, democratization,
and inequality / intersectionality for exploring the relationship in political development,
democratization, and inequality / intersectionality by employing the case studies of Thailand
and Japan. This research uses a qualitative approach, namely a document research combining
with the approach of sociology of knowledge, in order to analyze and compare the economic,
social, and political context of the case studies.

The research results show that: Thailand and Japan have a similar regime of
governance and political institutions, but Japan has a more stable constitution. Moreover,
Thailand and Japan are similar in terms of their early stage of economic development,
but historical results of World War 2 caused, Japan to focus on technological development,
having a consequence of more advanced economy. In social dimension, Thailand has
high inequality due to the high distance of interaction between state and its people.
However, Japan has a little inequality because the government considers equality and
focuses on providing a coverage public service. This study recommends that the political
development is an important process which encourages people’s participation and leads

to democracy within the society.

Keywords: Democracy; Intersectionality; Political Development: Social Inequality
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