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Phi-Fa Dance in Disease Treatment of the People in
Phon Thong Sub-District, Chiang Yuen District,
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to study the Phi-Fa dance in the treatment
of diseases; 2) to study the Phi-Fa dance in the treatment of people in Phon Thong Sub-
district; 3) to analyze the Phi-Fa dance in the treatment of diseases of the Phon Thong
Sub-district people. This study was carried out by means of the qualitative research. The
obtained data were presented by Descriptive Analysis.

The research results were as follows:

1. The Phi-Fa dance in the treatment of disease started from Lan Xang Kingdom.
Phi Fa is the ghost king with supreme authority. He is the one who can quench suffering
and can help human beings who are in trouble. As for the ghosts that come to make
people sick namely, ancestral spirits, Rai-ghosts and Na-ghosts etc. The cause of illness
is infringements on ghosts. Healing is done by inviting the spirits to possess ‘Rang-Throng’
and ask about the cause of the illness and how to treat it.

2. The Phi-Fa dance in the treatment of diseases. People who are sick cannot
communicate with the spirits that are causing them illness. Therefore, they use ‘Mo Lam’
to communicate instead but ‘Mo Lam’ is unable to contact that ghost directly. Mo Lam
then contacted through Phi-Fa ghosts. For the treatment of the sick by inviting the ghost
‘Phi-Fa’ to possess in ‘Rang Throng’ in order to ask which ghosts cause sickness. After
that, Phi-Fa will summon the ghost that makes the sick person to ask. Then, Phi-Fa will
tell ‘Mo Lam’.

3. The Phi-Fa dance in the treatment of diseases: there are philosophical dimensions
as follows: 1) in the metaphysical dimension, it is considered that Phi-Fa actually exists
in the mental state; 2) in the epistemological dimension, the existence of Phi-Fa can be

known through Rang-Throng; 3) in ethical dimension, the belief in the existence of Phi-Fa
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leads to the construction of the Phra-Phum Shrine, worship, sacrifice, and finally, it leads

to practice until it has become the culture and tradition of the Isan people and the Phon

Thong people to this day.

Keywords: Phi-Fa, Phi-Fa Dance in Disease Treatment
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