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Abstract

The research objective was to study and analyze the impact of the competition
between the United States and China on ASEAN Centrality. This is a qualitative research
format. Data were collected by documentary analysis and in-depth interviews.

The results revealed that: ASEAN Centrality strategy has been affected by the
expansion of influence in Southeast Asia by the United States and China, as well as the
conflict in the South China Sea, which has created limitations and challenges to ASEAN
unity, because it shows the different opinions between members include solving such
problems cannot be initiated and implemented using ASEAN as the center. The important
case study in 2012, when ASEAN was unable to issue a joint statement of ASEAN foreign
ministers at the 45 th meeting in Cambodia. It also shows the limitations of the institutions
that ASEAN initiated, played a leading role, and acted as a facilitator and the points of
connection with external countries, especially with the great powers. The competition
between the United States and China is shaped by each side's key policies, namely the
United States' Indo-Pacific policy and China's Belt and Road Policy has affected the
ASEAN centrality because of the Quad and the Belt and Road strategy becoming the
center, playing a leading role, facilitating and is a hub on behalf of ASEAN institutions.
This is due to the norms that ASEAN has accepted together since the Cold War, called

the "ASEAN Way," such as adhering to the principles of consensus, consultation, and
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non-interference in each other's internal affairs. As a result, this results in inefficiency in

dealing with various issues. Moreover, it also affects the unity of ASEAN members that

decrease. By considering the case study in the South China Sea disputes that China's Belt

and Road policy has caused a lack of unity among ASEAN member countries; while the

Indo-Pacific strategy It created an institution called the Quad, resulting in some ASEAN

member states joining the institution under the name Quad Plus to protect their interests.
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