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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) study the general conditions of citizens'
citizenship, 2) study the development of citizens' democratic citizenship according to
Buddhist principles, and 3) suggest guidelines for the development of citizens' democratic
citizenship. It is qualitative research using document study and related research. In-depth
interview from 33 key informant and focus group discussions by 13 qualified experts. Use
content analysis techniques to add content and check the accuracy and completeness
of the data using tranqulation techniques. The present it descriptively.

The results revealed that:

1. Citizenship in a democratic regime for all people is necessary to create a strong
and stable democracy. In addition to reducing conflicts and violence in Thai society, it
also enables “Thai citizens” to become “ASEAN citizens” and “global citizens” with
higher potential to adapt and effectively cope with economic and political volatility as
well as cultural dynamics in the era of globalization.

2. Citizenship development It was found that the application of the Four Noble
Truths of Buddhism, namely suffering, to develop citizenship in a democratic regime of
the people makes people aware of the current conditions or situations that can cause
problems at any time, indicating that suffering arises according to religious principles.
When there is suffering, we must try to find a way to end the suffering. If politics and

government have problems, we must know the cause of the problem. To find a way to
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end suffering and problems, we must first know the cause of the suffering.

3. Guidelines for developing democratic citizenship according to Buddhist principles:
The Buddha has provided excellent guidelines for dealing with problems or suffering.
This approach involves careful consideration of the problem or suffering, being reasonable,
and avoiding hasty decisions. Once the problem or suffering is understood, it is important
to identify its cause. The principles of Buddhism and those of politics and governance share
common ground. When integrated and applied together, they can be practiced in harmony.
By following these steps, it is possible to resolve issues, leading to the development of
democratic citizenship in a creative, reconciliatory, and confidence-building manner,

characterized by honesty, fairness, and adherence to the law. This will benefit the people

of the nation enduringly.

Keywords: development; citizenship; democracy; Buddhist principles
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