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AdNALY:
Abstract

This research aimed to: 1) study the concept of omniscience in Indian philosophy;
2) examine the concept of omniscience in Theravada Buddhist philosophy; and 3) analyze
the concept of omniscience in Theravada Buddhist philosophy. This study employed a
qualitative research approach. Data were collected from significant documentary sources,
including the Tipitaka, Buddhist scriptures, academic books, and related research studies.
In addition, in-depth interviews were conducted with 20 key informants who are experts
in Buddhism and Buddhist philosophy. The collected data were analyzed using content
analysis and descriptive synthesis.

The findings revealed that:

1. The concept of omniscience in Indian philosophy developed from the belief
in the omniscience of divine beings as described in the Vedic scriptures, which regard
divine beings as possessing the highest authority to reveal religious truth. Later, Jainism
and Buddhism proposed different perspectives by asserting that ultimate knowledge is
not an exclusive attribute of divine beings but can also be attained by human beings
who achieve perfect wisdom.

2. In Theravada Buddhist philosophy, the concept of omniscience explains that
human beings can attain omniscience through the cultivation of wisdom leading to
liberation. Omniscience in Buddhist philosophy does not merely refer to knowing everything
empirically, but rather to a state of wisdom that realizes the true nature of all phenomena,
which arises from the elimination of ignorance and the complete attainment of

enlightenment.
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3. The analysis of the concept of omniscience in Theravada Buddhist philosophy
shows that the Buddha is recognized as the Omniscient One who realized the ultimate
truth and played a crucial role in proclaiming the Dhamma for the benefit of all beings.
Therefore, the concept of omniscience is significant in explaining the status of the Buddha
as the Enlightened Teacher and serves as an important principle in understanding the

process of realizing ultimate truth within the framework of Theravada Buddhist philosophy.

Keywords: Omniscience; Theravada Buddhist Philosophy; Buddha; Enlightenment
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