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Abstract

This study aims to: 1) examine the cultural characteristics of the Bun Bang Fai
festival as practiced in Isan society, 2) investigate the beliefs associated with the Bun Bang
Fai tradition among the Isan people, and 3) analyze the cultural patterns of the Bun Bang
Fai festival in accordance with Isan beliefs within the context of Ban Meng community.
This research adopts a qualitative approach by reviewing data from the Tripitaka, Buddhist
scriptures, academic documents, and related studies. Field data were collected through
in-depth interviews with twenty key informants, including monks, local sages, teachers,
community leaders, and representatives of local administrative organizations. The data
were analyzed using inductive content analysis.

The study reveals the following findings:

1. The general cultural characteristics of the Bun Bang Fai festival indicate that
it is an important tradition of the Isan people, annually organized in the sixth lunar month
to invoke rainfall for agricultural activities. The festival reflects the relationship between
humans, nature, and supernatural beliefs through ritual practices and various cultural
activities. Such practices function as a social mechanism that strengthens community
solidarity and facilitates the transmission of local wisdom.

2. Beliefs associated with the Bun Bang Fai tradition are rooted in Isan folk
literature, particularly the legends of Phaya Khan Khak and Pha Daeng-Nang Ai. These
narratives represent the belief in appealing for rain from Phaya Thaen, the celestial
deity. The launching of rockets symbolically represents communication between humans

and heavenly beings. Such beliefs reflect a synthesis between indigenous cosmology and
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Buddhist traditions, which continue to influence the worldview and way of life of the
Isan people.

3. The cultural patterns of the Bun Bang Fai festival in Ban Meng community
demonstrate a significant transformation. While the tradition originally emphasized sacred
rituals, it has gradually expanded into cultural activities characterized by entertainment,
competition, and local tourism promotion. At the same time, the festival serves as a
cultural space for fostering social relationships, preserving community identity, and

reflecting the dynamic transformation of Isan culture in contemporary society.

Keywords: Cultural tradition; Bun Bang Fai festival; Isan beliefs
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