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Abstract

This academic article aims to explore approaches for applying democratic
innovations to promote and develop the local election process in the Northeastern region
(Isan) of Thailand. It analyzes the political, social, and cultural contexts that are unique
to the region, which influence the dynamics and challenges of local politics. The article
reviews theoretical concepts related to democracy, civic participation, various types of
democratic innovations, and the current state of local politics in the Isan region. It then
presents examples of applicable democratic innovations, such as civic technology
(Civic Tech), public consultation processes, and new forms of civic education. The study
indicates that the implementation of democratic innovations faces several challenges,
including patronage systems, digital divides, and resource constraints. However, there are
also opportunities and supporting factors—particularly the growing engagement of
younger generations and the presence of civil society networks in the area. The article
concludes with policy recommendations for relevant agencies and suggestions for future
research, with the aim of enhancing the quality, transparency, and responsiveness of

local politics in the Isan region to better meet the real needs of its people.

Keywords: Democratic Innovation; Local Election; Northeastern Region
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