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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the levels of internal, external, and overall motivation
in learning the Thai language program among Chinese students at Kunming University
and 2) examine the internal and external factors affecting their motivation. This study
employs quantitative research methods, with the population comprising Chinese students
at Kunming University. This study is quantitative research. The sample consisted of 140
Chinese undergraduate students who were enrolled in the Thai language program from
years 1 to 4 at Kunming University. The research tool used is a questionnaire, developed
based on relevant concepts, theories, and previous studies. The statistical methods
employed include means, standard deviations, and multiple regression analysis.

The results revealed that:

1. The overall level of internal and external motivation is high.

2. Internal and external factors affecting the motivation of Chinese students to
study the Thai language program at Kunming University. The internal factor with the strongest
independent variable is personal needs, which is statistically significant at the 0.05 level
with a predictive power of 61.8% (R? =0.618), followed by personal interest. Among
external factors, economic factors are the strongest predictor, with a statistically significant
impact at the 0.05 level and a predictive power of 66.0% (R? = 0.66), followed by family
influence. However, educational institutions and social factors do not significantly predict
motivation in learning the Thai language program among Chinese students at Kunming

University.

Keywords: Internal Motivation; External Motivation; Chinese Students; Learning the Thai

Language Program
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