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Civilized Society: The Process of Social Transformation
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Abstract

This research aimed to: (1) examine the process of social strengthening; (2) study
the principles found in the Kiitadanta Sutta; (3) integrate the process of social strengthening
in accordance with the Katadanta Sutta; and (4) propose a model of a civilized social
way of life based on the Kuatadanta Sutta. This study employed a qualitative research
approach, utilizing documentary research from the Tipitaka, commentaries, academic
texts, and related research, together with in-depth interviews with key informants. The
collected data were then analyzed through content analysis and synthesized using a
descriptive method.

The findings revealed that:

1. The process of social strengthening refers to the process associated with human
coexistence within social structures and institutions, characterized by relationships and
mutual interdependence. Its essential components include attitudes, morality, culture,
and social norms. Effective social strengthening requires the development of both ways
of thinking and practical actions in a consistent manner in order to promote peaceful
and sustainable coexistence.

2. The Kutadanta Sutta is an important discourse in the Tipitaka concerning
social development and governance. It emphasizes addressing problems at their root
causes, promoting the occupations and economic well-being of the people, supporting

the effective performance of public officials, and encouraging a way of life grounded in
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moral principles.

3. The integration of the social strengthening process in accordance with the
Katadanta Sutta indicates that the creation of a civilized social way of life should focus
on developing individuals with both moral discipline and wisdom alongside national
development. It places importance on solving problems at their root causes, fostering
social harmony, and improving the quality of life of the people in order to achieve social
stability and sustainability.

4. The proposed model of a civilized social way of life based on the Kutadanta
Sutta can be synthesized into a new body of knowledge described as the “4 Creation
Processes and 6 Goals”. The four processes consist of problem analysis, planning, implementation,
and improvement. The six goals include addressing problems at their root causes, equality,
the promotion of education, the cultivation of morality, public participation, and social
harmony. This model can be applied to the development of communities, organizations,

and society in order to promote stability and sustainability.

Keywords: Kutadanta Sutta; Civilized Way of Life; Social Strengthening Process
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