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Abstract

The main purposes of this research were: (1) to study a concept of
mind and a body in Theravada Buddhist philosophy, (2) to study a concept of
mind and a body in René Descartes' philosophy, and (3) to compare the
concept of mind and a body in Theravada Buddhist philosophy and René
Descartes' philosophy. This was a documentary research to collect all data
from Tipitaka, books, Buddhist academic paper, philosophical academic paper
and paper of life insurance with the descriptive analysis.

A result of this research was found in the following aspects:

According to Theravada Buddhist philosophy, mind was an abstract
thing and a body was an concrete thing. Both of them were an immaterial
element that changed under rules of Three Characteristics. It was a process of
mind and a body which were dependent in each other to rise, exist and
disappear according the principle of Paticcasamuppada. Thus, it was seen as it
only existed. When a process of mind and a body stopped, both of them
were immaterial.

According to René Descartes, mind was an abstract matter, namely
thoughts and mental matter. A body was material matter in a concrete
aspect. Mental matter had a narrow place, weightlessness and inseparability
whereas the material matter dealt with a wide place, weight and separation
without consciousness. René Descartes believed that the similarity was mind
and a body came from God's creation.

Comparison of mind in Buddhist philosophy and René Descartes'
philosophy had the similarity in an aspect that mind was immaterial, narrow

and weightless with its nature of knowing and thinking from human birth. On
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the contrary, mind in Buddhist philosophy was non-self that arose, exited and
disappeared according to its factors in Paticcasamuppada.

Comparison of a body in Buddhist philosophy and René Descartes'
philosophy had some similarity in an aspect that a body was material, wider
and weighty. There was some difference in those philosophies as well.
Buddhist philosophy believed that a body existed because of its composed
elements. If it was without, it disappeared in a form of non-self. On the
contrary, René Descartes believed in a body that it was free from all things

and it was self created by God.
Keyword; Mind and Body, Theravada Buddhist philosophy
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