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A Study of Ethics on Assosiation in Mangala Sutta
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Abstract

The main purposes of this research were: (1) to study ethics in
utilitarianism, (2) to study association in Mangala Sutta and (3) to analyze the
ethical association in Mangala Sutta. This was a qualitative research to collect
all data from Tipitaka, Commentaries, Sub-commentaries, academic paper
and related researches of ethical association in Mangala Sutta.

A result of this study was found that ethics was human beings'
behaviour or action to search three good things: (1) What is the best thing?,
(2) How to act in the right way and (3) nature of ethical value. The meaning of
association with immoral persons who were in a way of immoral action. On
the contrary, moral persons produced only moral action. Characteristics of
immoral persons and moral persons were that the immoral persons produced
badness through a body, speech and mind but the moral persons produced
only goodness through a body, speech and mind. Types of immoral persons
and moral persons were that the immoral persons were a cheater, a useless
speaker, a toady and persuader of destruction, but the moral persons held a
good support, a share in happiness and suffering, bringing only benefits to a
friend and hospitality. The ethics considered utilitarianism in a way that
happiness was a standard to examine wrongness, right, badness and
goodness, i.e. action to bring happiness to a large group of people believed
as the best action. This was a way to understand the human behaviour,
especially association in Mangala Sutta. According to utilitarianism, it was a
good principle for life.

The association in Mangala Sutta showed both association with
moral persons and association with immoral persons. One who needed

prosperity had to learn a principle and a way of association with moral
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persons according to Mangala Sutta. One ought to learn a good principle to
consider whom one ought to associate with and whom one ought to leave. It
was necessary and important to leave the association with immoral persons
and to hold the association with immoral persons. A result of association with
immoral persons and moral persons was that the association with immoral
persons came with destruction, suffering, danger and decline of friends,
relatives, ranks and luck but the association with moral persons came with
prosperity, carefulness in good action. If one wanted to get successful in
work, one had to learn a way of association with people applied to a way of

life in the recent societies.
Keyword; Ethics on Assosiation, Mangala Sutta
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