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Abstract

The thesis, “A Comparative Study of Family Ethics in Confucianism
and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy” had main purposes to study the family
morality in Confucianism, to study the family ethics in Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy, and to analyze the family ethics in Confucianism and Theravada
Buddhist Philosophy. This was a documentary research to collect all data
from Tipitaka, Philosophical paper and related researches with the descriptive
analysis.

A result of this study was found that: the family ethics in
Confucianism came from ancient knowledge, beliefs, traditions, ceremonies
applied to the human development for peace and happiness in societies.
Here, he stressed on the individual happiness first because he believed that
the prosperity came from the individual ethics: prosperity of the family,

prosperity of the country, or prosperity of the world. Then, he mentioned two
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ways of the individual development: Ren and Li. Confucius divided the
relation of members of the family into five groups: a husband and a wife,
parents and children, a friend and a friend, and a guardian and people. The
Buddhist philosophy had three levels of ethics: a basic level, a middle level and
a high level. Ethics in a family was fourfold Gharavasa-dhamma, fourfold
Samajividhamma and six directions as a principle of relation and a principle of the
Buddhist philosophy that stressed on a duty among people in the family. These six
directions consisted of parents as the east, teachers as the sought, a husband and a
wife as the west, friends as the north, a monk and lay people as the zenith, and an
employee and an employer as the nadir.

When the family ethics in Confucianism and Theravada Buddhist
philosophy was analytically compared, it was found that there was the
similarity between the family ethics in Confucianism and Theravada Buddhist
philosophy. Here, the social ethics was presented, and then the ethical
principle of relation was introduced for members of the family. The
difference between the family ethics in Confucianism and Theravada Buddhist
philosophy was that the family ethics in Theravada Buddhist philosophy was
clearer in the past cause and effect, the recent association and the future
result both in the mundane and super mundane world. The basic relationship
of the family in those schools was not different, except some information
such as different division of groups. The difference of the family relationship
in Confucianism and Theravada Buddhist philosophy was that Confucianism
divided the family relationship into five groups whereas Theravada Buddhist
philosophy divided the family relationship into six groups. People in five
group divided by Confucianism were only lay people but Theravada Buddhist
philosophy divided people into two groups: lay people and monks. The
purpose of family relationship in Confucianism was the present happiness
whereas Theravada Buddhist philosophy aimed at achieving happiness in the

mundane and super mundane world.
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