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Students’ Ethical Development through Buddhist Novices’ Ordination
Project in Summer, Center of Community Life Quality Development,

Namphong District, Khon Kaen Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study students’ ethical
development and factors effective to ethical behavior changing through
Buddhist novices’ ordination process in summer, under the Center of
Communiy Life Quality Development, Namphong district, Khon Kaen
province. It was a qualitative research, according to the researcher had
studied relevant documents, used in-depth interviews, observing, and note-
taking. The target groups consisted of: 1 director of the Center of Communiy
Life Quality Development, 5 monks as guest speakers, 1 village leader, 2
members from Tambon Wangchai Administrative Organization, 1 director of
Buayai Wittayakhom School and his 2 team members totaling 3 persons, 10
youth parents who had participated the project, 20 Buddhist novices
participating the project, and 6 youths who were the project outsiders totaling
48 as a whole.

The research findings were as followed:

1. as research the research outcomes of the youths’ behaviors prior
to novice ordination in summer, found that, their behaviors before t5he
ordination were not much different from general teenagers, they needed
independence in both mentally and physically, liked to have fun and the

behavior wanting to be accepted among their group with 66-67%, used to be
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self-centered for 50%, parents disobedient for 20%, having night out for fun
for 10%, they were not interested to make merit according to Buddhist
tradition, and did not like to take responsibility on their assignments.

2. The post-training ordination in summer, revealed that their
behavioral patterns have been changed to be better, for instance, they were
more interested in making merit according to Buddhist tradition than it was,
they took responsibility on assigned duties, gained more confidence to be
leaders, their learning outcomes were better than before, they had been
being more accepted by their families, communities and societies, learned
respectability, duty responsibility, spiritual action, be good examples, and
took part on cooperation for public development towards their communities
and societies, showing 93.75%.

3. Regarding factors effected to behavioral changing of the youths
involving in learning process derived from the novice ordination project in
summer, it was found that, cultivation, both theoretical and practical and
exemplary conduct of monk-guest speakers together with the mentor-senior
novices very well, the most significant learning process leading to behavioral
changing could be concluded as followed: the hierarchical ranking
respectability of the youths had been changed by 41.18%, knowing how to
be self-help by 40.00%, hard working and be patient by 42.86%, be punctual
action by 31.25%, be honest and wrong-doing ashamedness by 33.33%, taking
responsibility by 43.75%. The averaged criteria of being good examples
relating factors effect to behavioral changing by 38.73%.

Keywords; Ethical, ordination process center for community life quality development
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