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Comparative Study on the Ethics in Theravada Buddhism
With The Ethical Concept of Plato
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Abstract

The purposes of this research Comparative Study on the Principle
of Ethics in Theravada Buddhism with The Ethical Concept of Plato aimed to
examine ethics in Buddhism and in Plato's concept and to compare them.
The main topics focused in this study are about the attitudes towards the
natural world and life; the goal of life or better life; and moral standards of
political and social good. These studies is a qualitative research based on the
study of Buddhist scriptures, Tripitaka scriptures, latter scriptures, academic
Buddhism, the translation of Plato and relate research, the findings,
presented in descriptive analysis form are as the follows;

The two concepts in intercultural philosophy is regarded worldwide
as “a value-ethical criteria of good and bad”. Their criteria of the ethical
judgment are similar in some and difference in others. The system of ethics in
Theravada Buddhism has stable popularity based on the belief that nature is
already regularly organized but it turns disorganized by a mental disorder
which cause undesirable actions Human life is control to numerous suffering
and intellectual knowledge to benefit welfare of the accurate lifestyle. The
ultimate aim of human life is the state of bliss called ‘Nirvana’. One can
achieve it though an understanding of the value of moral virtues. Good
society and politics focus on living together under moral principle. Buddhist
governors live in virtues, a Buddhist political organization allocates benefits
fairly to all parties of the public; and goal political society provides currant

benefit, future benefit and the liberation of mind
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Plato states that nature has its own justice; and social justice must be
understandable. Good life is to live under the rule of moral responsibilities.
Ethical judgment criteria are to base on 4 types of harmonious virtue: (1) wisdom,
(2) bravery, (3) moderation and (4) justice. These 4 virtues are considered as
merit’s to educate people both individually and socially through mercifulness
and generosity and, in turn, enable them to live together in peace. Regarding
goal society and politics, Plato’s concept focuses on the division of labor by
aptitude and ability. To establish a participatory social organization, the state
must educate people to live spiritually and socially under responsibility and
under the rule of philosopher kings.

The similarities are found in 3 viewpoints; (1) the intention and the
reasons for constituting criteria of justice and virtues, (2) the freedom to
rationalize and (3) morals of people and society — which can be observed on
the actions of individuals and society the focus is on to develop human
potential and quality to live dependently together.

The differences, however, are shown in (1) the level of good and
bad, (2) the ultimate goal of life and, (3) the virtues value the impact of the

judgment criteria on individuals, society and mankind.
Keyword; Comparative Study on the Ethics
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