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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the principles of
Belief in Theravada Buddhism, 2) to study the rites and rituals related to the
worshipping of the Reclining Buddha Image performed by the people residing
in the Phoopo Sub-district Municpality, Mueang District, Kalasin Province, and
3) to study the ethical values of, and belief in, the rites and rituals of
worshipping the Reclining Buddha Image as performed by the people living in
the Phoopo Sup-district Municipality in mention.

The research results found were as follows:

In Buddhism, there are four kinds of belief comprising [1]

KammaSaddha [belief in actions], which believes in the Law of causes and



DA o¢ dUUA a Usshudou wnAIMoY ledda - NUNKILS lakda Dssynssmi oo

Effects or Law of Kama, that actions done with volition or intention are the
causes of both good and bad results, and that all succeses can be achieved
by action, not by either praying or expectation for the Mother of Luck, [2]
VipakaSaddha [belief in the consequence of action], which believes that all
action generate the results, and that consequences, good and bad, are
actually caused by action, both wholesome and unwholesome, which
actually caused by action, both wholesome and unwholesome, which have
been done. [3] KammassakataSaddha [belief in the ownership of action and
their consequences], which believes that one who has committed any action,
good or bad, is the owner of that action and is doomed to enjoy or suffer its
result. [4] TathagatabodhiSaddha [belief in the insight wisdom enlightened by
the Buddha], which believes that the Buddha was the true Enligshtened One,
and whatever He taught and laid down were the Truths that can lead their
practitioners to the state of extinction of defilements or Nibbana, which is the
Ultimate Goal of Buddhism.

According to Buddhism, two kinds of worship are taught, namely,
Amisa Puja and Patipatti Puja. The former refers to worshipping by means of
offering materials such as flowers, candies and joss-sticks including four kinds
of basic requisites, namely, cloth, food, residence and medicine. The latter
implies to the practice of the Buddha’s teachings such as the Tranquility
Meditation and Insight Meditation, as well as the four principles of Divine
Abode consisting of Metta [loving-Kindness], Karuna [compassion], Muditav
[Sympathetic Joy] and Upekkha [Equanimity]. It was found that people in the
Phoopo Sup-district Municipality, while performing worshipping the Reclining
Buddha Image, had practiced both kinds of worship.

In the aspect of ethical values, it was found that the participation in
the worshipping ceremony could cause the value on pert of an individual,
that is the spiritual ecstasy and happiness, thus strengthening the relationship
in the family and adherence to Buddhism as well as for the social value, the
ceremony generated the unity and solidity among the people in the
municipality, who believed in the holiness and sanctity of the Image, and
took it as the center of their faith and belief. The last dimension of ethical

value was its contribution to the culture and tradition of the locality. It was
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found to accord with the ‘Twelve Traditions and Fourteen Practices’ upheld
by Easterners and handed over from generation to generation. It also
reflected the Northeastern lifestyle and livelihood, and promoted good

relations and synergy among the community.
Keyword; A study of belief in reclining Buddha
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