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A Model of Integrative Public Assistance of the Sangha
In the Northeast of Thailand
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Abstract

The aims of this research were 1) to study the principles of assistance in Buddhism,
2) to study the principles of assistance of the Sangha in the Northeast of Thailand and
3) to analytically study a model of integrative public assistance of the Sangha in the
Northeast of Thailand. This study was qualitative research. The sample of this study,
including 92 informants (monks/ laypeople), was used in data collection which employed
in-depth interview (both structured and unstructured forms) and questionnaires
(individual and group forms). The data then were presented by employing descriptive
analysis.

The research results: revealed that Buddha used IV Sangahavatthu (Pali:
sangahavatthu, bases if social solidity, principles of service) to assist people. That is,
generosity or charity (Pali: dana) is made by providing food, cloth, residential places and
medicine. Kindly speech (Pali: piyavaca) is conducted by giving polite, kind or beneficial
speech. Useful conduct (Pali: atthacariya) is practiced together with beneficial conducts
for the relatives and the world (Pali: Aatatthacariya and lokatthacariya). Equality
consisting in impartiality (Pali: samanattata) is made.

The monks in Northeast performed public assistance by using the principles of
Buddha. For example, Phraphaponput Jiradhammo used the assistance principles of
giving four requisites and dhamma talk to cancer patients in the final incurable stage;
Phrakrusutasasanakan (Phaitoon Khematharo) took the drug additive youth and people

to treatment; Phrakrusilavarapon (Chalerm Thitisilo) supported the orphans to be
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educated in the primary and secondary schools and encourages people to use the

principles of sufficiency economy such as Kim Soonk bamboo planting.

In conclusion, 1) Phraphaponput Jiradhammo emphasizes on health public

assistance, 2) public assistance of Phrakrusutasasanakan (Phaitoon Khematharo)

emphasizes on realization of drug advantages and disadvantages and 3) that of

Phrakrusilavarapon (Chalerm Thitisilo) emphasizes on assisting education approach and

jobs for youth and general public.

Keywords: A Model, Integrative Public Assistance
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