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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were (1) to examine current and desirable situation, (2) to assess the
needs and (3) to develop guidelines for parental participation in promoting early childhood development.
The sample group was educational institution administrators, early childhood teachers, and parents,
totally 345 persons. The sample was selected by multi-stage sampling technique and percentage sample
size determination. The research instruments comprised of (1) a questionnaire on current situation with the
index of consistency (IC) ranging from .80 to 1.00, discrimination power between .36-.84 and reliability of
.98, (2) a questionnaire on desirable situation with IC ranging from .80-1.00, discrimination power between
.40-.92 and reliability of .98, (3) an interview form, and (4) appropriateness and feasibility assessment
form with IC equal to 1.00 in all items. The data analysis statistics included percentage, mean, standard
deviation, and priority needs index. The research results were as follows: (1) the overall current situation
was at a high level and desirable situation was at the highest level, (2) the need which indicated higher
than the total mean score was parental participation for enhancing cognitive development, (3) the

development guideline consisted: 1) parents should enhance their children to eat healthy food, 2) parents
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should encourage their children to be assertive, 3) parents should build a good relationship in the family
and 4) parents should participate in designing learning. The guidelines assessment result of parental
participation for enhancing early childhood development in overall was indicated the appropriateness at the

highest level and the feasibility at a high level.
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