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Abstract

The purposes of this research were 1) to develop and assess, according to the 75/75
criteria, the efficiency of an activity of pronunciation of Mandarin tones based on the somatically-
enhanced approach for seventh grade students, 2) to compare their ability of pronunciation of
Mandarin tones before and after learning with the activity, and 3) to investigate their satisfaction
towards learning with this activity. The research sample were 40 seventh grade students from
Uttaradit School in Muang district, Uttaradit province in the second semester of the academic year
2015. The participants were selected by purposive sampling. The research instruments were
1) the activity of pronunciation of Mandarin tones based on the somatically-enhanced approach
for seventh grade students, 2) the test of the ability of pronunciation of Mandarin tones, and
3) the questionnaire of satisfaction towards learning with the activity. The statistics employed for
data analysis were the E1/E2 efficiency index, t-test, mean, and standard deviation.

This research has demonstrated that 1) there were 8 activities of the pronunciation of
Mandarin tones based on the somatically-enhanced approach for seventh grade students i.e.;
(1) relaxation, (2) humming, (3) clapping to the rhythm of the sentences, (4) incorporation of
movement and gesture, (5) pronouncing words, (6) inflecting tones directed by the teacher,
(7) inflecting tones by themselves, and (8) checking word for meaning. The activity of the
pronunciation of Mandarin tones reached the efficiency value at 75.83/77.76, 77.50/78.33 and
78.50/80.88 respectively, thus satisfactorily meeting the 75/75 criteria, 2) the students’ ability to
pronounce Mandarin tones after learning with the activity was statistically significant at the level
of .01, and 3) their satisfaction towards the activity of the pronunciation of Mandarin tones was at
the highest level with at 4.54, and S.D. at 0.67.

Keywords: Activity of the Pronunciation, Mandarin Tones, Somatically Enhanced Approach
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