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A model of Alternative Education for Disadvantaged Children on Highlands
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Abstract

This study was a combination of qualitative research and quantitative research. The
objective was to develop alternative model of education for disadvantage children living on highlands
of the upper Northern Region. The methodology included three steps: 1) A study of the problems and
needs of alternative education for disadvantage children on the highlands by interviewing parents and
dropped-out students, analyzing and synthesizing related researches and documents. Data were
analyzed by content analysis method. 2) Creating a basic educational management pattern on
highlands by using the information from Step 1 to draft an alternative education model for
disadvantage children and to determine the appropriateness of the model by organizing a
connoisseurshipseminar of seven experts, and 3) assessing the feasibility, usefulness of the
application, and value of the investment of an alternative educational model for disadvantage children
on highlands by organizing a conference in order to listen to the opinions of 60 educational
administrators, school administrators and teachers on highlands.

Results indicated as follows

1. The academic problems in educational management for disadvantage children on highlands
appeared as follows; first, in terms of students, their families lived in poverty and they did not
support their children to further their education. The students also lived far away from schools.
Second, in terms of schools, the curriculum was not suitable for schools located far away from the
students. The teachers lacked understanding their students.

2. The most important needs of students and guardians in each community were to have
sub-educational centers and full-time teachers in order to student comfortably. The curriculum should
be flexible, useful and necessary to use in real life. Vocational contents should be emphasized.

3. An alternative education model for disadvantage children on highlands is the process that
can be interlaced with regular schools beyond the government office hours, followed the theory of
the input factors related to working environment—personnel, academic and general administration, and
other processes related to administration by using motivation fo drive the output of the opportunities
of the students who could graduate the compulsory education and work to feed their families, as
well as the contexts of alternative education management on highlands policy, human resource

management, and the use of local wisdom teachers.
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4. The developed Alternative Education Management Model for Disadvantaged Children on

Highlands in the Upper North, Thailand, had high feasibility and value at a very high level while the

suitability and usefulness were at the highest level.

Key words: Alternative Education, Disadvantaged Children
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