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Abstract

This research was a case study, as a part of the research project, “A Comparison of the
Policies and Strategies for the Promotion of Foreign Language Education in ASEAN+3 Countries”,
supported by the Office of Education Commission (OEC). The methodology is qualitative, mainly
based on documentary analysis of policy papers and related documents. The analyzed data were
validated twice in an open seminar and a focus seminar held by OEC. The findings revealed that
Malaysia is promoting Bahasa Melayu as the national language. English is being taught as the
second language since a child is in kindergarten. English language education policies are utilitarian in
nature, based on the viewpoint that English is the language for academic and technological

advancement. Teaching communicative English is focused throughout all levels of education in
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Malaysia, while academic English is also emphasized in general high schools and higher education.

Recently, Asian languages are additionally promoted, focusing on Japanese, Korean, Chinese, and

Thai. Major strategies for promotion of foreign language education in Malaysia include language

teacher development and promotion of Information and Communication Technology for foreign language

education.

Key Words: Foreign Language Instruction, Policies and Strategies, Malaysia
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