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The Development of Teachers' Research Competency based on Vygotsky's
Zone of Proximal Development (ZPD) and Partnership
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Abstract

This research paper examines the effect of using Viygotsky's ZPD and partnership principle as a
tool to enhance the in-service teacher's classroom action research competency in terms of identifying
research problem, setting research methodology, and analyzing data. The thesis of this paper were to (a)
analyze and compare the in-service teachers actual developmental level and potential developmental level of
classroom action research competency, (b) compare the in-service teachers competency of classroom action
research to criterion of 85%, and (c) evaluate qualitative data, received from reflective writing, interview, and
review of classroom action research report, in order to examine the development of the in-service teacher's
classroom action research competency after using Vygotsky's ZPD and partnership principle. The purposive
participants were forty-one in-service teachers of Sang Hiran Withaya School and Wat Raja Kosa School,
who participated in the research development training in semester 2 of 2011, Data were gathered by using
classroom action research competency evaluation form with five rating scales. The evaluation form was
approved as content validity and reliability (CVI=0.80-1.00, =0.971). Finding indicated that (a) potential
developmental level of the in-service teacher was higher than actual developmental level with the
significance of 0.05. The study additionally found that the in-Service teachers were utterly mystified in some
aspects of performing classroom action research. For instance, the in-service teachers were unable to
identify research problem, clarify explanation with appropriate language, keep in track of research theme,
specify clear research objectives, and design approbate research methodology. — Furthermore, after using
Vlygotsky's ZPD and partnership principle as a tool to enhance classroom action research competency, the
in-service teachers could develop their competency to be higher than criterion of 85% with the significance
of 0.05. Lastly, finding revealed that the in-service teacher's competency in classroom action research
reached research expectation as they showed that they have possessed knowledge, skills, and positive
viewpoint in performing classroom action research.

Keywords: Classroom Action Research/ Partnership/ Research Competency
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