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Abstract

The research aimed to develop the local learning community in the municipal schools
(in Thailand) by conducting the research with the participatory action research (PAR) approach.
The specific objectives of the research were: 1) to study the components of the local leaming
community using the methods of documentary analysis and interviews of experts, 2) to develop
the local learning community in the municipal schools using PAR as qualitative research for
community context study, problems and need assessment of the community, planning process
and the implementation of the plan, and the performance evaluation, and 3) to derive the
lesson of effective indicators for the local learning community using informal meetings and a
survey based on an open-ended questionnaire.

This article concluded the findings of Step 1 in studying the components of a local
learning community. The intensive documentary analyses included many printed materials, such
as books, journal articles, related research studies and online documents. The interviews with
ten experts were related to higher educational institutions. professors, municipal mayors,
educationists and local community leaders. The research relating Step 2 and Step 3 are on-
going.

The results of the research revealed that there are five components supporting the
development of a local learning community: 1) effective local leaders, 2) collaboration among
community members, 3) practical leamning processes and procedures for community problem
solving and continuity of community development, 4) collaborative networks both inside and
outside the community, and 5) the development of an MIS system to better utilize knowledge.

Keywords: Local Learning Community, Municipal School, Participatory Action Research
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