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Abstract

The purpose of this research were 1) To study the graduation and discriminant
functions of the graduate students in Naresuan University, and 2) To determine the best
variables discriminating the graduation of the graduate students in Naresuan University and to
develop discriminant function. For data gathering, 159 graduate students of master degree level
with plan A type A2 in humanity and social science group were selected as sample group. Such
above students enrolled in academic year 2007 - 2011 whereas 53 students graduated within-
due-time and 106 students graduated after-due-time with selected from a convenience
Sampling. Research tool was a questionnaire of 3 parts as follows; first part was general
questions, second part was questions for discriminant variables of the graduation and third part
was question for additional suggestion. Statistic for data analysis consisted of mean, standard
deviation and discriminant analysis which computed via program.

The result revealed that;

1. The variables discriminating the graduation within-due-time of the graduate
students showed perception in overall is in an average (x =331, S.D. = 0.41). When each aspect
was considered, the two highest mean are the ability in research (x=3.70, SD. = 0.47) and
thesis planning (x =3.60, S.D. = 0.68). Moreover, the variables discriminating the graduation after-

due-time of the graduate students showed perception in overall is in an average (x =2.87, S.D. =
0.35). When each aspect was considered, the two highest mean are the characteristics of
advisers (x =3.14, S.D. = 0.72) and the ability in research (x = 3.13, S.D. = 0.61).

2. The best variables discriminating the graduation of Naresuan University’s graduate
students comprised of ability in research, thesis planning and academic facilities.Discriminant
function could show in raw score and standard score as follows.

For discriminant function showed in raw score,

Y =-7.769 + 1.236X, + .718X; + .506Xs

For discriminant function showed in standard score,
ZY = 6992)(2 + 5182)(3 + 4272)(5
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