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Abstract

This research aimed to study the development of English language skills by private
schools in India and Thailand, and to propose guidelines to improve their English language program
in private schools in Thailand. The specific objectives included: to study the socio-cultural context,
English language education policy, and the present system of education in India; to study the
current state of English language instruction in successful private schools in India; to study the
socio- cultural context, English language education policy, education system, curriculum, and
instruction in English- programmed private schools in Thailand; and to compare the two systems
of English language development and the applicable lessons from India. The research
methodology was based on qualitative methods which involved the Comparative Education
Systems Approach and the Connoisseurship. In the first, second, and third stages, the studies of
contexts, policies, and English language instruction conditions in private schools in India and
Thailand were based on the data collected from documents, observations, and interviews of
administrators in 6 schools in Darjeeling, India, and 5 schools in Thailand which had been
purposively selected. In the fourth stage, the two sets of data were compared systematically, and
the applicable lessons from India were proposed by 11 experts who had been informed about
the comparative results.

The research results revealed that the English language skills development by English-
programmed private schools in India and Thailand is quite different. India uses English as an official
language, for communication in business, and to level up users’ social status; while Thailand does
not use English as the official language, but using it to widen the chance to work with foreigners.
Thus, the English language education policies of the two countries are different. An important
causal factor is that India was a colony of England but Thailand was not. English language
education in English- programmed private schools in India is much more intensive and effective
than those in Thailand. Teachers in India have good English language skills, though they are local
Indian people. The experts proposed various ways to apply the lessons from India, such as: the
English language education policy of Thailand should focus on all of the language skills and daily

communication; the curriculum structure should increase study hours of English language in
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kindergarten and primary schools to exceed 10 periods per week; tests and evaluation systems
should be improved; teachers should be able to use English fluently and actively teach; school
administrators should promote the use of activity- based English curriculum and authentic
assessment in all English language classes; and parents should help facilitate good learning

atmosphere for English language learning at home.
Keywords: A Comparative Study, English Language Skills Development, Private Schools
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