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Local Wisdom - Based Model to Build up Community Strength

in Chiang Rai Province
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Abstract

This research was a case study research of Chiang Rai Province. The research objectives
were 1) to investigate social context, political confext, cultural context and economic context of
strengthened communities in Chiang Rai province. 2) to study the local wisdom-based to build up the
community strength 3) to study factors affecting the community strength 4) to develop a model of local
wisdom-based to build up the community sfrength 5) fo formulate strategic plans of local wisdom —
based model for practices. This research was a qualitative and quantitative research. In the qualitative
method the data were collected by the researcher’s observation and interview with a few numbers of
community leaders, community development experts and the so-call local philosophers. The qualitative
data were organized and concluded. In the quantitative method the data were collected by a
guestionnaire to survey 400 samples of community leaders. The quantitative data were analyzed by
statistics of percentage, arithmetic mean, standard deviafion and multiple regression.

The research revealed that in terms of social context of the strengthened communities in
Chiang Rai province, they were kinship society with the social structure both in horizontal and vertical
levels. In terms of politfical context the communities were empowered to be self-govermed by clusters
of 10-12 households (Kum). In terms of cultural context they still deserved their tradition, beliefs and
ceremonial activities from their ancestor. In terms of economic context the communities had their own
natural resources as their capital products and they were cooperative for good productivity and
marketing. As for the local wisdom - based fo build up the community strength there were much local
wisdoms such as local leadership, learning and transferring of local knowledge, conversation of natural
resources and adjustment to the current changes. As for the factors effecting the community strength
there were the community learning process, the network of relationship and the local wisdom. The
affecting factors were used to develop local wisdom-based model to build up the community strength
including the factors to measure the community strength. As for the formulation of strategic plans for
practices there were community management strategy, community participation strategy, building up
learning process strategy, the network of social relationships strategy and proud consciousness of

their hometown strategy.

Keywords : Build up Community strength, Local wisdom
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