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IMPACTS OF GOVERNMENT POLICIES ON THE CULTIVATION OF CIVIC-
MINDEDNESS AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY IN COMPULSORY SCHOOL STUDENTS
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Abstract

This research aimed at 1) analyzing the public policies related to the cultivation of civic-
mindedness and social responsibility in compulsory school students in Thailand during 1997-
2008; 2) identifying the state of policy implementation and its outcomes; 3) clarifying the policy
impacts; and 4) comparing with the case of Japan and proposing for improvement of the policies
related to civic education of Thailand. The research methodology was based on mixed methods.

The findings were: 1) the government policy statements on the issues of the cultivation
of civic-mindedness and social responsibility of compulsory school pupils were not clear enough
and could not be implemented continuously. Though the legal statements and national curriculum
stated clearly on the cultivation of civic-mindedness, but not on the social responsibility; 2) the
policy implementation as viewed by 380 teachers was at high level, but the test result from
2,330 students was averagely only at 58.96 per cent; 3) the policy impacts to school
management were both positive and negative, and the school principals and teachers highly
satisfied with the civic-mindedness and social responsibility of students completing compulsory
schools; 4) the comparison with the case of Japan revealed that Japan had clearer policies on
the two issues, the national curricula were more suitable to children’s stages of development,

better textbooks and textbook authorization system, thus the 31 experts proposed that 7 points
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of policy should be improved; 1) stating about civic-mindedness and social responsibility in
Article 7 of the National Education Act, 2) stating about citizenship education in the Compulsory
Education Act, 3) establishing the expert-based committee for research and authorization of
compulsory school textbooks, 4) revising the primary education curriculum in the area of Social
Studies, 5) restructuring and redefining the Student Development Activity, 6) requiring that
teachers and school administrators be equipped with civic-mindedness and social responsibility,
and 7) requiring that each school considers all policies concerned when designing its annual

school plan, in order to avoid overlapping.

Key words : educational policies, civic-mindedness, social responsibility, compulsory education
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