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Abstract

The research objective was to develop local history curriculum based on place- based
education approach for primary school students: a case of an upper Chao Phraya River community,
Nakhon Sawan rovince. The research and development (R & D) process model has been adopted to use
in the study as follows: step 1 studying local historical narratives, local community contexts and
curriculum approach for local history teaching and learning in basic education level in order to define
the scope and sequence of local history curriculum in which the data collected from experts by using
in-depth interviews, step 2 constructing curriculum and verifying curriculum quality.

The results at each step were presented as follows:

1. The local historical narratives, local community contexts and curriculum approach for local
history teaching and leaming in basic education level were found that:

1.1 The local historical narratives consisted of the narratives of local history in the area

of upper Chao Phraya River community, Nakhon Sawan, the relationship between narratives, tales,
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chronicles, folktales, local-historical name of places, and folkways of local people and the relationship
between people and natural environments.

1.2 The curriculum approach for local history teaching and learning in basic education
level was as follows: students should learn historical contents which are culturally relevant and start
from students’ own community contexts and the scope and sequence of local history curriculum can
be designed in 3 approaches: chronological, thematic, and concentric approaches.

2. Curriculum consisted of 2 parts: 1) curriculum documents and 2) supplementary
documents. Curriculum documents consisted of rationale, principles, objectives, course description,
course structure and learning contents, learning activities, measurement and evaluation, and learning
materials and resources. Supplementary documents consisted of local history curriculum based on place-
based education approach for grade 6 students and curriculum handbook. The curriculum was evaluated

for the appropriateness. The curriculum documents and the supplementary documents were

appropriated at high level (X = 4.47) and the highest level (X = 4.50) respectively. The curriculum was
then piloted for the further improvement. Its result was at high level of appropriateness and ready for

the implementation.

Keywords: Curiculum Development, Local History, Place-Based Education Approach
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