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In the years that I have lived in
Thailand, it is understandable that I would
pick up words, phrases and sentences of the
Thai language. Yet knowing the word or

words, I frequently encountered problems

)

of not bein

always, not understanding my accent or
pronunciation or both. I then realized that
Thais have the same experience at times
when speaking English. For no matter how
well you can hold a conversation in English,
[ can always tell that it is not your native
language. There are several tell-tale signs
that will always give you away. So this
article that I have put together is to help you
with hints as to improve speaking whether
m a one-to-one conversation, a classroom of
students or making a speech to an audience.
This article will also assist you when reading
aloud to a classroom of students or an
audience when asked to make a speech.

@) Don'’t speak quickly. Remember,
vou are speaking a foreign language and
will be inclined to make mistakes. You will

trip or fall over words, especially words that

WA GO

are difficult for you to pronounce. Having
made this mistake, this will encourage you to
repeat certain words twice or perhaps thee
times. You will hope -

(2) to fool the listener or listeners by
quickly sliding over a word that is difficult
for you to pronounce. DON'T DO IT.........
doesn’t work. You must avoid that irritating

habit of pausing while speaking by saying,

This is an example that is irritating to

listen to ;

thinking of err

that err...... we could err

* The Visitting Lecturer at MCU. SR.




Gla wmngsness

It is very important to avoid speaking
like this even if the person you are having
a conversation with has this bad habit. I have
met people who do this and it is irritating
to converse with a person who cannot break
the habit. This includes teachers. So take it
easy. Relax and speak slowly that will help
you to pronounce the words correctly. To be
successful, your speech must flow smoothly
as a gentle stream or river.

(3) You must remember and acknow-
ledge punctuation. Full stops, coma s, inverted
comas, question marks, exclamation marks
were not put there for fun. If you acknow-
ledge punctuation it will enable you to speak
better whether in conversation or reading
aloud rto a classroom of students or making
a speech.

First of all, full stops. When coming
to the end of a sentence, your voice should
lower slightly indicating that it is the end

of a sentence. When starting the following

sentence, your voice should be raised slightly
indicating the beginning of a fresh sentence.
Comas are there to separate various items or
ideas that you are relating to the listener (s).
So a small pause is necessary. Inverted
comas are important if you wish to speak
correctly. Inverted comas indicate what
another person has said, and therefore you
must change your voice when reading a
sentence or sentences within the inverted
comas.
HOW ARE YOU TODAY ?” asked Jo. Those
words within the inverted comas must be
spoken with a slightly different tone of voice
helping the listener/s to know what Jo said
and who said it. Exclamation marks should
be acknowledged by the tone of your voice.
When a sentence ends with an exclamation
mark, such as, “WOW, or OH MY GOD,”
then your voice must indicate this.

Question marks are obvious. A question

is being asked and therefore your voice must




indicate this. So now you know to speak
slowly and to use punctuation correctly for

the listener (s) to understand and appreciate

what you are saying. O
the uttermost importance when speaking to
an audience, such as a speech.

(4) PRONUNCIATION.......... is equally
important if you want to speak correctly,
whether in your native language or foreign.
Because you do not use some sounds in the
Thai language that are used in the English
language, this can be difficult for you to
remember how to make and use the correct
sound. Here are the difficult sounds for you
to learn :

TH. The difference between S SH
CH. Using the R instead of replacing it with
an L. Sounding the V correctly instead of
replacing it with a W. I have written a com-

pletely separate article on how to pronounce

o e |

these letters correctly. It is available if

required. Speaking with FEELING and
EMOTION is of the utmost importance. I am

xwrhan gmoaalias 7o P

language you do this. But so often when
reverting to speaking English it is spoken
in a low, boring tone of voice with little
or no emotion or feeling. To the listener (s)
this is boring and uninteresting to listen
to. Please remember that speaking with
feeling and emotion goes hand in hand with
punctuation. So lastly, I would add that if
you are capable of putting this package of
hints together for when conversing or reading
aloud to a classroom of students or making

a speech to an audience, then you are well

on the road to speaking English fluently.

Good luck.
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