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Self-protection behavior from the use of chemical pesticides in corn farmers, Krachang
Subdistrict, Kanthararuk District, Sisaket Province.
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Abstract

This survey research by cross sectional study aimed to study self-protective behaviors against pesticide use
among corn farmers in Krachang Sub-district, Kanthararuk District, Sisaket Province. The sample consisted of 213 comn
farmers selected by systematic sampling. Data were collected from April to May 2024 using a developed
questionnaire and analyzed using descriptive statistics, including frequency and percentage.

The results revealed that most farmers had a high level of knowledge about self-protection from pesticides
(99.08%), with some misunderstandings, such as believing that spraying during hot weather is not harmful. Health
beliefs were equally distributed between moderate and good levels (49.76% and 50.24% respectively). Most
motivating factors were at a moderate level (54.92%). Regarding self-protective behaviors, most were at a good level
(90.61%), especially before and during spraying. However, some farmers did not consistently practice certain
behaviors, such as reading labels, wearing protective equipment, abstaining from eating/smoking while spraying,
posting warning signs after spraying, storing chemicals properly, and seeking medical attention when experiencing
abnormal symptoms.

Keywords: self-protective behaviors, pesticides, comn farmers
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