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Abstract

This study aimed to examine parents’ perceptions regarding the development of social communication skills
in their children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and to evaluate the effects of a specifically designed social
communication teaching program on both parental perception and children’s commmunication behaviors within a
multicultural context in Northeastern Thailand. A Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach was applied, involving
60 families of primary school-aged children with ASD, equally divided into two major cultural groups: Austroasiatic
and Tai-Kadai. The participants were further divided into an experimental group and a control group of 30 families
each. Research instruments included a family backeround interview form, a parental perception assessment scale,
a child social communication skills assessment, and a set of learning innovations consisting of a manual, a mobile
application, and a storybook to promote communication.

The findings revealed that, prior to the intervention, parents demonstrated a moderate level of perception,
with the lowest scores found in the area of strategies for enhancing their child’s social communication. Children’s
social communication skills were also at a low-to-moderate level, particularly in broader social interactions such as
peer communication at school and interaction with strangers. After a six-week intervention program, Paired t-test

results showed statistically significant improvements (p < .001) in both parental perception and children’s
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communication skills across all domains, including family communication, school communication, and community

interaction. Qualitative data further indicated that parents gained greater understanding and confidence in supporting

their children, while children displayed improved social participation and confidence in school and community

activities. The results suggest that the developed innovations effectively enhanced parental perception and

children’s social communication skills. The culturally sensitive design of the program was particularly valuable in

reducing cultural barriers and misconceptions, thereby supporting parents’ ability to foster their children’s

development more effectively.

Keywords: Autism Spectrum Disorder, Social Commmunication Skills, Parental Perception, Multicultural Context,
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