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A qualitative study of rational use of antibiotics in community: A case study of people
living in Nakhon Nayok Province.
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Abstract

This survey research by qualitative data analysis had the objective to study in-depth information
about the rational used of antibiotics by people living in community via in-depth interviews asking for
information within 4 main themes include antibiotics basic knowledge, antibiotics buying and using
behaviors, antibiotics access channel and antibiotics usage information attainment channel. Interviewee are
22 people living in Nakhon Nayok Province selected from 4 districts including, Muang Nakhon Nayok, Ban
Na, Ongkharak, and Pak Phli by using Snowball technique.

The results were showed that most of the interviewee were lacked of understanding about both the
difference between antibiotic and anti- inflammatory and between treatment from viral infection and
bacterial infection that led them to buy antibiotics from pharmacies and grocery stores to treat themselves
when they had 3 main diseases include upper respiratory infection (URI), diarrhea or food poisoning and
flesh wound. Moreover, they expressed their opinions that their communities were still lack of public
relations about appropriate use of antibiotics and there were some public hospitals and clinics which
prescribed antibiotics more than 50% for 3 main diseases.
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