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Abstract

This article aims to study the form and content of southern literatures
of printing period during the years 1927-1977, and to analyze factors affecting
the process of literature writing and reading by using 32 literatures with
collecting in southeast region. The results reveal that the southern literature
in the age of printing is in diversity of form and content partly derived from
central-Thai literatures namely Klon Se, Klon Pleang Bok, and Klong kam-prat,
and particularly emphasized on the form of verse as to facilitate the
Southern-Thai artists’ “Suad Nangsue” tradition and Nora show. As to the
content, they are classified into six categories including didactic, religion,
record, fiction and Klon Nora. Those contents are based on the context of
southern Thai society, particularly in Songkhla lake basin that the number of
literature writing and reading is found there. Additionally, the study found that
there are 2 main factors affected the procedure of creating and consuming
the literature. The first factor originated from local aspects such as the
composers are found to be “insider” including monks, local aristocrats and
folks, the emphasize on kinship system of people living around Songkhla Lake
Basin, the suitability of literature timing, the impact of local amusements, and
the influence of local communities. The second factor originated form the
influence of main society and Western culture such as the government’s
policy of nation building, the exposure to the system of capitalism and

consumerism, and the influence of “Wat Koh” books of the central region.
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