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Abstract

The development of argumentation skills is essential for learners to get
a better understanding of science concepts. The instruction encouraging learners
to gain argumentation skills and to be able to apply science concepts properly
is argument-based instruction utilizing socioscientific issues because it challenges
learners to think analytically, use scientific concepts, and select reliable
evidence for decision making. This paper aimed to study the relation between
argumentation skills and learning achievement of 36 grade-9 students who had
good learning achievement in science. The research instruments used for data
collection were achievement test, questionnaires and the evaluation criteria
for argumentation skills. In this study, it found that the students have high
achievement but most of students had moderate argumentation skills as they
did not use science concepts properly with their answers. Therefore, their
learning achievement was not related with argumentation level.

The implication of this study presented important basic data for
development of learmning management utilizing socioscientific issues to encourage

learner’s argumentation skills.

Keywords: Socioscientific issues, Argumentation skills, Learning achievement
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