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Abstract

The academic article “Silver Jewelry of the Kachin Tribe in Ban Mai
Samakkhi: Beauty in the Way of Life of Highland People” aims to study 1) the
origins of the Kachin tribe in Ban Mai Samakkhi, Chiang Dao District, Chiang
Mai Province. This Kachin tribe village is located in the northernmost part of
Northern Thailand. The entire Kachin tribe population in this village practices
Christianity. The Kachin tribe can be divided into six groups: (1) the Jinghpaw,
(2) the Maru, (3) the Rawang, (4) the Lisu, (5) the Lashi, and (6) the Zaiwa,
with the Jinghpaw group making up the majority of the Kachin tribe in Ban
Mai Samakkhi. All these six groups still conserve their traditional culture,
especially their traditional dance, “Manau”. 2) The cultural dress of the
Kachin tribe in Ban Mai Samakkhi. Women wear clothing and silver jewelry.
Women’s dress is more beautiful and prominent than that of men. Children
and adults dress similarly. 3) Kachin tribe traditional jewelry. Kachin jewelry
is usually made of sterling silver (with a purity of 92.5 %) and is the main
accessory used to embellish outfits. For ceremonies and other important
occasions, this jewelry is especially prominent. Silversmiths in Myanmar
produce the sterling silver jewelry and send it to be worn by the Kachin tribe
people in Ban Mai Samakkhi, where there isn’t a silversmith to make the
jewelry locally. There are four varieties of Kachin tribe jewelry: neckbands,
necklaces, bangles, and pendants.

Keywords: silver jewelry, Kachin tribe, Ban Mai Samakkhi
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