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Abstract

This research aimed to 1) study the current laws related to the
promotion and conservation of Thailand’s intangible cultural heritage, 2)
study problems arising from the enforcement of laws related to the promotion
and conservation of Thailand’s intangible cultural heritage, and 3) find
recommendations in developing laws related to the promotion and
conservation of Thailand’s intangible cultural heritage. The research was
conducted using the qualitative methodology through the researching of
information from relevant documents and in-depth interviews with
stakeholders, which comprised two groups; representatives from government
agencies involved with the law enforcement and representatives in charge
of the intangible cultural heritage of the central region of Thailand in Phra
Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Ratchaburi and Phetchaburi Province. The research

found that before the Promotion and Preservation of Intangible Cultural
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Heritage Act B.E. 2559 (2016) came into force, 318 items had been registered
on the intangible cultural heritage list of Thailand. After the Act had come
into force until now, 36 additional items were registered on the intangible
cultural heritage list in 2018 and 2019. Some items were registered at the
provincial level but were not nationally registered. The registered intangible
cultural heritages, as a result, will be promoted and supported financially in
terms of the annually allocated budsget for carrying out activities and projects
as deemed appropriate by the Department of Culture Promotion. As the
laws stipulate a requirement that the registration of the intangible cultural
heritage list must be under the review of the appointed committees from 3
levels, i.e., provincial, the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, and national,
there are delays in the reviewing of the registration of items onto the
intangible cultural heritage list. Moreover, it has also prevented the
participation of the community in promoting and preserving the intangible
cultural heritage. The research recommended the amendment of the
Promotion and Preservation of Intangible Cultural Heritage Act B.E. 2559
(2016). The reviewing committees coming from 3 levels should be adjusted
to only one level. In addition, the higher education institutions offering
cultural studies should set up a mentor system to encourage actual
community participation, which contributes to the implementation in
conforming to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural
Heritage 2003.

Keywords: Law, Conservation, Cultural Heritage
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