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Abstract

This qualitative research on sexual subjectivity and sexuality of single
women in urban society: a study in Bangkok, aimed to study the self of
singlehood and sexual subjectivities sexuality and sexual health experience
as well as the resistance and negotiations on the sexuality of the single
women in the urban area. For the conceptual framework, the research used
the concepts of sexual, sexuality, self, subjectivity, and sexual well-being.
The study applied qualitative methods using in-depth interviews with eight
single women aged between 29-45 years old and analyzing data with content
analysis.

The study found that the relocation to the urban area allows the
women to discover a “New Space” where they can learn, experience, and
seek opportunities and advancement, whereas the urban environment
shapes independence in these women and develops their behaviors and
financial gains. This study also shows that being single is only by status as
every single woman has their ‘partner’ in a relationship made unofficial as
their aims are not having a family but building financial stability and pursuing
higher education. They hinge on these objectives and stand strong in society.
Therefore, these women’s backgrounds lead to distinctive attitudes and
definitions of “sex”, where the word does not solely mean the physical
gender of male and female but a matter of satisfaction in the current stage
that can very well be fluid. It was found that everyone acknowledges and

understands sexual well-being, where they can cultivate pleasure, happiness,
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safety, and sexual rights to show their satisfaction with the relationship. Their
relationships are typically demonstrated as partners living together, hanging
out, talking, and consulting each other, which do not necessarily develop
into intimacy. These women took resistance and negotiations of normative
sexuality towards their own sexual choices by realizing their personal
value and ability, holding fast to self-improvement, and considering sexual
relationships as a tradeoff for one’s own interests.

Keywords: Sexuality, Subjectivity, Sexual Experiences, Single Women
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