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Abstract

This research aims to study linguistic strategies and the construction of
discourse on fortune in the programs Rueng Lao Chao Nee and Rueng Lao
Saturday—Sunday Online, using Fairclough's critical discourse analysis
framework. This is a qualitative study. The scope and methodology involve
content and textual analysis, which are presented through descriptive-analytic
methods. The sample consists of conversations, news, and utterances from the
two programs, collected between January 1 and December 31, 2024. Purposive
sampling was used to collect data over 69 days corresponding to the official draw
dates. The data was obtained solely from the programs’ online broadcasts on
YouTube. The research findings reveal that language is a crucial mechanism for
legitimizing the economic system, religion, and media through three practices: 1)
Linguistic strategies employ specific terms (e.g., borrowings/new words) to
present digital lottery tickets as modern technology and a legitimate market
system, leading to acceptance of the gambling structure in Thai society; 2)
Discursive practices use language to maintain religious legitimacy and folk
beliefs by constructing a shared reality about fortune. Moreover, the media use
language to affirm their own legitimacy as discourse producers, creating power
spaces for speakers and reporters; and 3) Sociocultural practices, in which these
linguistic mechanisms acts as vital tools in reproducing economic, religious, and
cultural ideologies, sustaining, strengthening, and gaining acceptance of the
gambling system in contemporary Thai mindsets.
Keywords: linguistic strategies, discourse, fortune-luck, online media

*This study was approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of Nakhon Phanom University,
approval number HE0668.
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