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Abstract

This research, “An Overview of China’s National Image in Thai Documentaries”, aims to
analyze the image of China presented through Thai documentaries. It is a qualitative research
method that involves analyzing the texts of documentaries using the concepts of image narration
theory and viewer comments. In this study, 74 documentaries produced by Thai filmmakers
and 6,581 viewer comments on YouTube were selected for analysis. Data collection includes

observing and transcribing the documentary texts, as well as reviewing viewer feedback.
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The research findings are presented in a descriptive and analytical manner. The study
reveals that the image of China in Thai documentaries can be divided into four main points:
1) China is a Homeland for Thai-Chinese Ancestry. 2) China is a country with many ethnicities.
3) China is a modern country. 4) China is a country with many different cultures. The research
shows that Thai documentaries tend to present China in a predominantly positive manner. In
today’s society, a country’s “soft power” and “reputational capital” are crucial aspects of its
national image. This research provides a comprehensive understanding of the portrayal of China
in Thai documentaries, aiming to better understand China’s presence in Thailand and gain a

deeper insight into China within the contemporary social and cultural context.

Keywords: China, Image, Thai Documentaries
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2019 51.5% 28.9%  19.6%

2020 60.4% 23.5% 16.1%

2021 63.0% 20.5% 16.5%

@ No Confidence No Comment @ Confidence

WIE99). 1N “The State of SEA-2021-v2,20217, a8 Seah, Ha, Martinus and Thao, 2021 (https://
www.iseas.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-State-of-SEA-2021-v2.pdf).
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