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Abstract

This article uses historical methods to study 1) the development of the East Railway
construction during the reigns of King Rama V and VI and 2) the railway’s impact on the expansion
of the rice economy. The research involves collecting primary document evidence and organizing
the results into a descriptive and analytical format. The findings indicate that the Eastern Railway
was established in response to transportation challenges. Its development began in the Bang
Pakong River basin to enhance travel and transportation, which in turn significantly influenced
the growth of the rice economy. This includes expanding cultivated areas and growing rice milling
businesses. The study highlights how local economic phenomena, driven by local dynamics,

significantly impact economic changes at both the local and national levels.
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