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Abstract

A key goal of teaching history is to develop learners’ knowledge and histor-
ical thinking skills by which they can bring the events in history to compare with
the current ones and to analyze sources, causes, and consequences in order to
carefully plan for the future, including to develop learners to love nation, love their
own country, realize the sacrifices of the ancestors and maintain the good traditions.
But the history instruction in Thailand still has problems, particularly, in teacher
training institution. It was found that social studies pre-service teachers were lack of
historical thinking skills and some of them have never even learned them before,
both learning history strand and history learning management. Consequently, history
instruction couldn’t achieve the goals. For social studies pre-service teachers who
will be in charge of teaching history subjects, their historical thinking skills should
be developed because they are important person to develop students’ historical
thinking skills at basic education.

The practical solution was to apply the historical method by which the his-
torians have adopted in their quest for answers in history, and then brought to in
pre-service teachers’ learning in order to encourage learners to acquire knowledge
by using historical process and systematic thinking. Therefore, learning manage-
ment by using historical thinking was the best approach to develop social studies
pre-service teachers’ historical thinking skills who would be the role model of history
teachers and who would apply learning management by using historical method for
enhancing historical thinking skills in the future.

Key Words : Historical Thinking Skills, Learning by Using Historical Method,
Social Studies, Pre-service
Teachers
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National Center for History in the Schools (1996)
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