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ABSTRACT

This research article aims to: 1) study the history and significance of the original City Pillar Shrine
at Pak Khlong Om, Nonthaburi Province; 2) analyze the beliefs, traditions, and rituals associated with the
Original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om, Nonthaburi Province; 3) examine the symbols found within
the Original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om, Nonthaburi Province; and 4) explore the roles and
functions of the Original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om, Nonthaburi Province. This qualitative
research collected data from documents and conducted fieldwork through in-depth interviews with a
sample of 50 individuals involved with the shrine, including tourists and devotees. Non-participant
observation was also employed. The collected data were analyzed, and the findings were presented
through descriptive analysis.

The research findings revealed that: 1) The original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om,
Nonthaburi Province, has been an important religsious and cultural site since the Ayutthaya period,
serving as a city shrine. It integrates Thai, Chinese, and Hindu-Brahmin cultural elements. 2) Seven
core beliefs are associated with the Original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om, encompassing
health, fortune, fertility, career, education, safety, and love. These beliefs remain influential today,
with adherents participating in four key annual rituals: the Chinese New Year, the Moon Festival,
the Vegetarian Festival, and the City Pillar Shrine celebration. 3) The symbols associated with the
offerings and sacrifices in the Original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om, reflect a diverse set of
beliefs, serving as spiritual representations that connect devotees to the belief system practiced
by the shrine, and 4) the beliefs and rituals reflect the significant roles of the Original City Pillar
Shrine at Pak Khlong Om, including psychological and social roles. The shrine serves as a spiritual
anchor, providing comfort, determination, and motivation to its devotees, helping them persevere
through life. Socially, the shrine fosters unity within and outside the community, leading to
generosity and the strengthening of social relationships. Economically, visitors who come to pay
their respects contribute to the local economy, and the shrine also promotes cultural tourism.
Culturally, the Original City Pillar Shrine at Pak Khlong Om plays a role in preserving and
transmitting on Chinese culture, as the local community and devotees continue to practice these
beliefs and rituals. Additionally, the existence of the shrine has facilitated a harmonious blending

of Thai and Chinese cultures.

Keywords: Beliefs, Rituals, Symbols Appearing in Rituals, Roles of Shrines
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