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Abstract

This article is a report on the first phase of research on
“The Dynamics of the Karen Ethnic Community in the Western
Region of Thailand,” supported by the Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn  Anthropology Center (Public Organization). The
research was conducted in Suphanburi, Uthai Thani and Nakhon
Sawan provinces. The Karen in Uthai Thani and Nakhon Sawan
have similar beliefs about ritual practice based on a blending
of traditional beliefs and Buddhist teachings. This blending is a
means to assert their identity in the context of rapid social and
cultural change and in the face of the Thai state’s policies. In
Uthai Thani, several Karen communities have lost the Jao Wat
doctrine of the Yellow Thread Karen. In the current contests
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over development policies and the occupation of land in forest
zones, ceremonies of wrist-tying and pagoda worship have
become means to express Karen beliefs in the relationship
between human and nature and to revive the traditional culture
of the communities. At the same time, Karen transboundary
migrant workers in Nakhon Sawan use the wrist-tying ritual to
express their identity and to build solidarity with other Karen in
order to strengthen their position in negotiating with the Thai
state.

Keywords: ritual, Jaowat cult, identity, ethnic, negotiation
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