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Abstract

This article focuses on Commu, an online computer
game on a theme of storytelling. The research explores why the
informants are interested in playing this game, examines their
self-expression and interaction in the game, and determines the
impact of their participation. The research used a qualitative
approach, collecting data from relevant documents, in-depth
interviews, and online open-ended questionnaires. The study
draws on the concept of self-identity in a virtual community.

The study found that participants took part in Commu
because they had a common interest, which started from sharing
Commu on Facebook, before deciding to form a Commu group.
Some participants were invited by their friends and
acquaintances. The group created an avatar named “Ori” to
create a story relating to other characters. The character of Ori
was not similar to the players in real life but reflected their
wish-fulfilment about themselves. Playing Commu helped
members to develop various skills, such as drawing and fiction
writing, as well as improving their ability to interact with the
real world, and to gain better understanding of other diverse
members of the group.

Keywords: Identity Construction, Virtual Community, Commu
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